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Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Fraser Elementary Schools Band Program! I would like to extend a warm welcome to students 
and parents, both new and seasoned. Within this handbook, you will find critical information about your 
upcoming musical career in the FPS music department. There are important forms, a schedule of events, Band 
Commitment Requirements, and more. 

 
Contact Information:  
 
email: marissa.huysentruyt@fraserk12.org  phone: 586.439.7017 

 



Objectives 
 
As students progress through the Fraser Elementary Band program, key over-arching objectives should be 
met. Some of these objectives include:  
 

-Creating a lifelong relationship with music, learning the disciplines within music, and achieving an 
appreciation for quality musicianship.  

 
-Determining priorities within music and other academic courses. Through our program, time 
management, teamwork, and dedication will be fostered in each student.  

 
-Becoming lifelong learners, even outside the field of music. Curiosity, questioning, and intrigue will 
always be welcome in the band room.  

 
Key objectives that are specific to music can include:  
 
 -Demonstrating technical skills on instruments.  
 -Using a system to read rhythmic and pitch notation.  
 -Performing independent instrumental parts while others play contrasting parts.  
 -Sightreading accurately, showing attention to all aspects of the written music.   
 -Identifying specific musical elements in an aural example using music vocabulary.  
 
 
 
 

Curriculum Overview 
 
Within the Fraser Elementary Band program, student musicians are given the chance to build an appreciation 
of and lifelong relationship with music.  
 
In the 5th grade, all students learn the song flute, applying previous knowledge from their vocal music classes 
to a musical instrument. After performing these newly acquired skills at the song flute concert, students are 
given the opportunity to explore music more intensively. When electing to continue studying music, students 
may choose a beginning band instrument: flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet, trombone, and percussion. 
The remainder of grade 5 is spent expanding our knowledge base, and building new physical skills of playing 
our instruments!  
 
When students reach the 6th grade, the musical expectations reach a more rigorous level. In order to maintain 
the high level of musical achievement, the standards in 6th grade band align to a middle school-level 
experience. We begin to bridge the skill level and prior knowledge between an elementary musician, and a 
middle school musician. Additionally, as an ensemble, we begin to balance our instrumentation. Introduced 
into the ensemble may be French horn, oboe, bassoon, tenor/baritone saxophone, baritone/euphonium, tuba, 
and more. Students may experiment with new instruments, and quite possibly find another instrument they 
find more enjoyable to play! 
 
 
 



Schedule of Events 
 
Below is the schedule of required evening concert commitments for both 5th and 6th grade band students. All 
performances will take place in the Fraser High School gym, unless otherwise noted. Please mark these on 
your calendars! 
 
5th Grade Song Flute Concert 
 October 26th, 2016 
 6:00pm 
 
5th Grade Instrument Rental Night 
 October 26th, 2016 
 Approximately 6:30pm (when the concert concludes are students are dismissed) 
 
5th/6th Grade Winter Band Concert 
 January 27th, 2015 
 
5th/6th Grade Spring Band Concert 
 May 4th, 2015 
 
 
 
 

Student Expectations and Conduct 
 
In Fraser, our band students are held to highest standards. They are the best students in the district! Listed 
below are the major behavioral expectations.  
 

-Students are expected to show their pride through being exceptionally hard working student 
musicians. They are privileged to participate in the musical ensembles because they are in good 
academic standing.  
-Students will be respectful of each other. This includes not touching instruments or accessories that 
are not their own. In doing so, students will be friendly and kind to all others.  
-Students are expected to have all materials prepared for each class session. Students demonstrate 
this by having all required music, pencils, instruments, stands, accessories (reeds, mouthpieces, swabs, 
etc.), etc.  
-Students are expected to follow any procedures given by the director to create a safe learning 
environment and keep the class progressing at an acceptable pace.  
-Students will be held accountable for their actions on a case-by-case basis. Students who do not adjust 
inappropriate behaviors will face further action by the director (one-on-one meetings, parental 
communication, meeting with the principal, etc.). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Grading 

 
At the elementary level, the development of basic, physical instrumental skills are of the utmost importance. 
Students will need plenty of practice at home to build the necessary motor skills used while playing. To track 
the progress of each student, practice charts will be utilized each month. When those charts are turned in, 
students will receive points. Online and/or in-class performances will take place for the director to listen to 
individual students as they play, with points awarded as well. Playing tests are akin to quizzes during a “unit” 
of study. Similarly, concerts are also worth points when attended, being treated as the “unit test.” 
Additionally, there are daily participation points that include behavior expectations and material checks for 
every class.  
 
Below is a sample rubric of a playing test. Each playing test will vary, and will have individualized rubrics, so 
some categories may vary. 
 
Playing Test Rubric 
20pts Total  

 
At the end of each trimester, a student’s total points will be calculated. Typically, there are between 130-180 
points each trimester. A sample of the points conversion is listed below:  
 
Total Points: 170 
160-170 = “1” Exceeding expectations 
140-159 = “2” Meeting expectations 
120-139 = “3” Progressing toward expectations 
<119 = “4” Not progressing  
 
Students who receive 4’s are not allowed to participate in band due to unacceptable musical growth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What are you graded on?  Comments	
Rhythmic accuracy- 8pts 
Did you play the proper rhythms indicated 
on the page?		

   /8:  

Pitch accuracy- 8pts 
Did you play the correct pitches as indicated 
in the music?		

   /8:  

Style/Musicality- 4pts 
Was attention to details like articulation 
and/or dynamics demonstrated?		

   /4:  



Weekly Band Schedule 
 
The schedule you see below is broken down by day, time, and by grade. The number you see after your school 
name is the grade level (i.e. “Edison 6” equates to Edison 6th grade band). Only grade level times may change 
without notice.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIME	 MONDAY	 TUESDAY	 WEDNESDAY		 THURSDAY	 FRIDAY		
		 		 		 		 		 		
		 		 		 		 		 		
8:50-9:20	 TWAIN	5	 EDISON	6	 DISNEY	6	 DISNEY	6	 EDISON	6	
9:30-10:00	 TWAIN	6		 EDISON	5	 DISNEY	5	 DISNEY	5	 EDISON	5	

10:10-10:30	 T	 R	 A															V	 E	 L	
10:30-11:00	 SALK	6	 EMERSON	6	 EMERSON	6	 SALK	6	 EISENHOWER	6	
11:10-11:40	 SALK	5	 EMERSON	5	 EMERSON	5	 SALK	5	 EISENHOWER	5	

11:45-12:30	 LUN	 CH/	 TR	 AV	 EL	
12:40-1:10	 EDISON	5	 EISENHOWER	6	 TWAIN	5	 EMERSON	6	 TWAIN	5	
1:15-1:45	 EDISON	6	 EISENHOWER	5	 TWAIN	6	 EMERSON	5	 TWAIN	6	

1:50-2:05	 T	 R	 A															V	 E	 L	
2:10-2:40	 PREP	 SALK	6	 PREP	 EISENHOWER	6	 DISNEY	5	
2:45-3:15	

	
SALK	5	

	
EISENHOWER	5	 DISNEY	6	



Facilities 
 
We are extremely lucky that music is such an integral part of the elementary curriculum. In order to maintain 
our beautifully clean music rooms, media centers, and concert venues, students will follow these guidelines:  
  

-Trash is to be thrown away every time even if it isn’t ours.  
-If the class moves chairs, tables, or more within the rehearsal space, we will rearrange the space after 
rehearsal has completed. This includes after concerts.  
-Personal items, such as backpacks, books, cellphones, iPads, etc., will be kept out of rehearsal space in 
order to eliminate distractions. If iPad use is necessary, the director will notify the students.  
-Instrument cases will be stored in a way that will not interfere with the rehearsal. This could mean: 
under the chair, in the instrument locker/shelf, or to the left side of the student’s chair. It also means 
that cases will be stored neatly in their shelves within the band room, AND the students’ classrooms.  
-Cases, books and stands will have the student’s name labeled on said items.  
 
 
 
 

Concert Etiquette 
 
Here are some expert tips for concert etiquette, for both students and parents! 
 
While at a concert… 
 -We will always listen quietly and respectfully in our seats while our fellow student musicians are 

performing, or while speeches are taking place.  
-We do not use distractions such as cell phones, Nintendos, or iPads during the concert because we 
have come to the concert to listen to our students, and appreciate the musicianship on display.  
-To show our support after a performance concludes, we clap enthusiastically!  

 -We always dress uniformly because it makes us look professional. We need to look as good as we 
sound! 

 -When needed, we share our music and stands. If another student accidentally came to a rehearsal (or 
even a concert) under-prepared, we help each other by eagerly sharing our music so everyone can 
participate!  

 -No matter who steps up to the podium, we give them our full attention to listen for special 
instructions, and prepare ourselves to perform together. We finally get to show off our hard work! 

 
After the concert has concluded, we clap for all the student performers. Once our instruments have been 
cleaned, put away safely, and music and stands packed up, we will stack our chairs before we leave in order to 
help the great janitors clean the concert venue. They spend hours before us setting up our concert space, and 
hours after us cleaning, so we will help them out!  
 
 
 
 

 



Requirements  
• Band is a full year commitment. Please note that once this form is turned in, parents are required to 

contact Mrs. Huysentruyt if a student wishes to discontinue in the program.  
• Students must have their own instrument, music stand, pencil and method book (Essential Elements, 

book 1) for each class session. Students will lose daily participation points if missing their materials. 
• There are 2 evening band concerts required for participation in band. Those dates are January 26th, 

2017, and May 4th, 2017. The dates can be viewed on the elementary band webpage: 
fraserband.weebly.com/elementary OR the FPS district homepage. These are the only requirements 
outside of the school day, other than at-home practice and homework. Attendance is taken and 
students awarded points on participation at concerts. Concerts are equated to a unit test.  

• Playing assessments will be used to track student progress and will be a substantial determining factor 
for report card grades. In order to maintain acceptable musical growth, students must practice 
regularly (15-20 minutes daily is ideal). Playing tests are equated to quizzes. 

• Students must maintain acceptable progress (1, 2 or 3) to be eligible for band activities. Grades are 
determined through the point system as described in the Elementary Band Handbook 
(Fraserband.weebly.com) 

 
The lower portion must be on file with Mrs. Huysentruyt in order to participate in band. Please fill 

out all information below, and return the bottom portion to Mrs. Huysentruyt  
by September 23rd, 2016. 

 
Student Information 

 
Student Name (first and last) 
 
School      Classroom Teacher Name  
 
Grade   Instrument 
 
Parent/Guardian Contact Name (first and last)            
 
Relation to student 
 
Contact Phone Number 
 
Preferred Email 
 

By signing below, I indicate that I have read, agree and commit to the 
Fraser Elementary Schools Band Commitment Requirements. 

 
Parent/Guardian signature            
 
Student signature 

Fraser Elementary Schools 
Band Commitment Requirements Form 

	


