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DEFINITION OF TERMS

Style

Legato (leg.)—smooth and connected 

Staccato (stacc.)—light, shorten the length of the note

Marcato (marc.)—emphasis and space

Tenuto (ten.)—to stretch the note; smooth and connected

Slur—notes connected without separating with the tongue

Tongue—used to separated the notes

Accent—emphasize a note more than other notes

Articulation—the variety of ways to perform notes on wind instruments

L'istesso—in the same style or tempo 

Dynamics—the various intensities or volumes of music

Diminuendo (dim.)—(diminish) gradually get softer; decrescendo

Decrescendo (decresc.)—gradually get softer; diminuendo

Crescendo (cresc.)—gradually get louder

Fortissimo—ff; very loud

Forte—f; loud

mezzo forte—mf; medium loud

mezzo piano—mp; medium soft

piano—p; soft

pianissimo—pp; very soft

subito (sub.)—suddenly

sforzando—sfz of sf; with force, with a strong accent

Tempo

Moderato—moderate 

Andante—“walking tempo”; 

Allegro—fast 

Presto—very fast

Vivace—lively and quick

Adagio—slow 

Lento—slow 

Largo—very slow

Con—“with”

Con brio—with fire

Con spirito—with spirit

a tempo—original tempo

ritardando (rit.)—gradually slow dowm

rallentando (rall.)—gradually slow down

accelerando (accel.)—gradually speed up (accelerate)

poco a poco—little by little

Rubato—elasticity and freedom of tempo

Molto—very or much

L'istesso—in the same style or tempo 

Meno—less  

Piu--more

Mosso--motion

Fermata—hold until the conductor cuts you off

Rhythm—the organization and division of the beat in music

Whole note

half note

quarter note

eighth note 

sixteenth note

dotted quarter

dotted half 

dotted eighth

triplets (ex.—1 la li, 2 la li, 3 la li, 4 la li)

Scales

Chromatic—consists of twelve notes, each separated by a half step

Major—consists of eight notes, separated by a formula of whole and half steps

Minor—Three forms


Natural—a major scale with the 3rd, 6th, & 7th tones lowered a half step, ascending and 

descending


Harmonic—a natural minor scale with the 7th tone raised a half step, ascending and 

Descending

Melodic—a natural minor scale with the 6th & 7th tone raised a half step ascending, play the key signature descending

Accidentals—alter the pitch of a note for up to one measure

Flat—lowers the pitch of a note a half step

Sharp—raises the pitch of a note a half step

Natural—cancels all accidentals

enharmonic notes—sound the same, played the same, written different

chord—three or more notes sounding simultaneously

Important Others

Order of sharps in the key signature—F#, C#, G#, D#, A#, E#, B#

Order of flats in the key signature—Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb, Fb

Names of the Keys in Sharps—G, D, A, E, B, F#, C#

Names of the Keys in Flats—F, Bb, Eb, Ab, Db, Gb, Cb

Key Signatures—the specific tonal center indicated at the beginning of a composition

Time Signatures—number of beats in a measure indicated by a symbol at the beginning of a 

    section

Con—“with”

Senza—“without”

Trill (tr.)—rapid alteration of a given note with the next highest note 

D.C. al Fine—repeat to the beginning and play until the Fine

D.S. al Fine—repeat to the sign and play until the Fine

Names of the Lines of the Treble Clef—E, G, B, D, F

Names of the Spaces of the Treble Clef—F, A, C, E

Names of the Lines of the Bass Clef—G, B, D, F, A

Names of the Spaces of the Bass Clef—A, C, E, G

Identification of Rhythms

Identification of Musical Symbols

Identification of Key Signatures

Identification of Scales

